
 

 

 
 

Ryan Allis 
Chief Executive Officer  

 
Ryan P. Allis, 24, is the Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer of 
iContact, the leading provider of email marketing software for small 
businesses. Ryan has built Durham-based iContact from its start in 

July 2003 to its current size with over 190 employees, 59,000 customers, and $26 million in 
annual sales. In 2005, Ryan was named by BusinessWeek as one of the "Top 25 Entrepreneurs 
Under 25." He is the author of the book Zero to One Million: How I Built a Company To $1 
Million in Sales and How You Can Too, published by McGraw-Hill.   The book was recently #2 on 
Amazon’s best seller list. 
  
Ryan is a social entrepreneur and an entrepreneur based in North Carolina. His lifetime focus is 
to work to reduce poverty and human suffering at home and in developing nations while 
building stronger communities and encouraging access to technology, healthcare, education, 
and nutrition. He currently serves on the Boards of Directors for Advocates for Grassroots 
Development in Uganda, Nourish International, Leadership Triangle, and Junior Achievement of 
Eastern North Carolina. 
  
Ryan has been featured on ABC News and The Big Idea with Donny Deutsch and in Fortune Small 
Business, Success Magazine, Entrepreneur, Investors' Business Daily, the Daily Times of India, 
and Young Money Magazine.  
  
Ryan is the founder of The Humanity Campaign, the founder of the entrepreneurship resource 
Zeromillion.com, and a member of EO Raleigh-Durham. Ryan’s long-term goals include being a 
U.S. Senator and starting a foundation that works to reduce poverty and improve healthcare 
and education in developing nations. Ryan attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, where he was an economics major and a Blanchard Scholar. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Dr. Charles M.  Becker 
Associate Chair, Director of MA Program and Research Professor 

 

Charles M. Becker currently serves as Associate Chair of Duke 
University's Economics Department and concurrently directs the MA 
program in Economics. He joined Duke in 2003, and held previous 

positions at the University of Colorado at Denver (1999-2003), the University of 
Colorado at Boulder (1987-2003), the Economics Institute (1987-1998), and Vanderbilt 
University (1982-1986). In addition to his positions held in academia, he has been a 
consultant for the World Bank, a senior economist at the consultancies Pragma and 
IMCC, and a senior advisor within the government of the Republic of Kazakhstan, and 
Team Leader of an Asian Development Bank pension reform technical assistance project 
to the Kyrgyz Republic (1998-1999). Dr. Becker attended Princeton University (Ph.D., 
1981). In 2008, Becker’s contributions to his field were acknowledged when he was 
named a lifetime member of the American Economic Association and given the Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion Award by Duke University. 

His research interests include economic demography, economic development, economic 
analysis of transition economies, and urban economics. His most recent publications 
and research projects include Pension Reform in Transition Economies (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2009) and papers from ongoing projects on techniques for assessing infant 
mortality undercounting, migration responsiveness to uncertainty in labor market 
outcomes, disability transition risks in middle income countries, estimating standardized 
disability rates, exploring the role of education on attitudes toward other ethnicities 
and, more broadly, the impact of Soviet affirmative action policies on growth outcomes 
in its periphery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

      
 

 
  

Madhu Beriwal 
President and CEO 

 
IEM President and CEO Madhu Beriwal is universally recognized for 
her more than 30 years of expertise and experience in homeland 
security, disaster and emergency management, and in the use of 
information technology to resolve complex protection issues.  

 
Since founding IEM in 1985, she has guided the company to national prominence. IEM’s eight 
offices across the U.S. provide technical and analytical services to the nation’s foremost military 
and civilian protection agencies, including the Department of Defense (DoD) and Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), as well as state and local agencies and private industry nationwide.  
 
Ms. Beriwal is a member of the prestigious Army Science Board (ASB) and is a guest lecturer on 
terrorism at the Homeland Security Executive Leadership Program at the Naval Postgraduate 
School’s Center for Homeland Defense and Security in Monterey, California.   
 
Dedicated to advancing information technology and promoting business growth in the 
technology sector, Ms. Beriwal is the recipient of several technology and business honors. 
including Technology Leader, Technology Company, and Businessperson of the Year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

MaryAnn Black 
AssociateVP for Community Relations 

 
MaryAnn Black holds a Masters in Social Work Degree from UNC-

Chapel Hill. She has provided Durham families with professional 

service for more than 30 years as an accomplished clinical social 

worker.  In 1994, she was named “Social Worker of the Year” by the 

State of North Carolina and later the same year by the National 

Association of Social Workers.  MaryAnn currently serves as 

Associate Vice President for Community Relations for the Duke University Health System, 

where she works to establish partnerships with the city, the county and other agencies and 

organizations to benefit every citizen regardless of race, background, or financial status.   

 

MaryAnn served as a Durham County Commissioner from 1990 – 2002, and was Chair of the 

Durham Board of County Commissioners from 1996-2002.  She has been characterized as “a 

good representative of Durham….a thoughtful voice for moderation and a public official who has 

skillfully practiced the act of compromise.”  She was President of the Durham Downtown Rotary 

and the first female Chair of the Greater Durham Chamber of Commerce Board (2006).   

 

MaryAnn serves on numerous boards and committees, including the Durham County Hospital 

Corporation Board, Greater Durham Chamber of Commerce Board, Durham Performing Arts 

Center Oversight Committee, Triangle Community Foundation Board, and North Carolina Health 

and Wellness Trust Fund Commission.  MaryAnn has received numerous awards for work in the 

community during her career.  Her most recent awards include the Durham Branch of the 

NAACP 34
th
 Annual Freedom Fund Award, and the Samuel DuBois Cook Society 2008 

Distinguished Service Award. 
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Antoine Freeman 
City of Durham, Brownfields Program Graduate 

Antoine is currently employed by Ecoflo, Inc. working as site 
supervisor for Wake County’s Household Hazardous Waste 
facility.  
 
After being laid off in October 2007 due to the construction 

slow down, Antoine turned his attention to the community. Antoine and his wife coordinated 
the Golden Belt Neighborhood Association in East Durham and have been strong advocates for 
revitalization. In an effort to seek out applicants for the Brownfield training, Antoine figured it 
would be a good idea to seize the opportunity for himself. With limited prospects for 
employment, the Brownfield program presented Antoine an opportunity to gain additional 
training and marketability.  

With a previous work history in civil engineering, becoming an environmental technician 
seemed logical. After being selected to participate in the training by the Office of Workforce & 
Economic Development and attending the Brownfield’s training at Durham Technical 
Community College, Antoine was afforded the chance to flex his new certifications and training 
muscles with the City of Durham. 

Antoine gained certificates and was trained as a Brownfield Environmental Technician, lead 
Worker, HAZWOPER, First Aid and CPR.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Larry Stogner 
ABC 11 Eyewitness News 
 

The senior broadcast journalist in the fast-growing Raleigh-
Durham market, Larry Stogner, joined ABC 11 Eyewitness News in 
1976. In 1982 he was named anchor of the 6 and 11 o'clock 
newscasts, and continues to anchor Eyewitness News at 5 and 6 
today. 

During his three decades at ABC11, Larry has covered every kind of 
political story from presidential primaries in Iowa and New 
Hampshire - to political conventions from 1988 to 2008 - to 

presidential inaugurations from Ronald Reagan to Barack Obama. He has conducted one-on-one 
interviews with Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton, John McCain, George Bush, Sarah Palin and many 
other prominent figures, both national and local. He has also moderated a number of statewide 
debates in gubernatorial and senatorial races. He has served as Raleigh Bureau Chief, where he 
became an accomplished political correspondent, covering state politics and the General 
Assembly. He was President of the Capitol Press Corps for two years. 

Larry's experience has taken him to many far-off places. In the summer of 2002 he accompanied 
units of the 82nd Airborne Division into Afghanistan, where he provided live nightly reports 
from Kandahar and later produced an hour-long special Kandahar Diary. He's traveled to the 
Persian Gulf to cover the ongoing conflict with Iraq, and to the Adriatic Sea, as U.S. Navy 
warplanes hammered targets in Kosovo and Yugoslavia. 

A Vietnam veteran in the U.S. Air Force, Larry also traveled to Vietnam in 1995 to report on the 
20th anniversary of the fall of Saigon, which effectively ended America's involvement in that 
conflict. His documentary called Back to Nam was nominated for an Emmy. 

Other career highlights include his two long-ranging interviews with Dr. Jeffrey MacDonald, a 
former Green Beret Captain at Fort Bragg who's serving three life terms for killing his wife and 
children in 1970. And Larry was the only reporter to travel to Japan and China to cover former 
Governor Jim Hunt on his first international trip to recruit foreign companies to expand into 
North Carolina. 

Born in Burlington, NC, Larry was raised in Yanceyville and graduated from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He and his wife, Bobbi, have six children. 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 


